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Designing new cultural policies orientated to societal goals?
•  Cultural policies are social policies 
• The (cultural?) politics of cultural inequality 
• Culture in Lockdown
• Power as a problem for cultural policy 
• Conclusions
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Cultural policies are social policies 
• Myerscough, J (1988) The Economic Importance of the Arts in Britain 
• Matarrasso, F (1997) Use or ornament? The social impact of participation in 

the arts
• O’Brien, D. (2010) Measuring the Value of Culture
• APPG on Arts, Health and Wellbeing (2017) Creative Health: The Arts for 

Health and Wellbeing
• House of Commons Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee 

(2019) Changing Lives: The Social Impact of Participation in Culture and 
Sport

• Saggar, H. et al (2021) Valuing Culture and Heritage Capital: A framework 
towards informing decision making

• Kaszynska, P. et al (2022)Scoping Culture and Heritage Capital Report 



I think the one thing about working in the arts, it can be hideously, hideously moribund and 
stale and it’s white and it’s middle-class and all these sorts of things, but it is essentially led by 
people, and it’s people that work in there tend to have a social mission, they have a set of values 
and they have a set of ethics, and that’s quite a powerful thing to be working within.
I wouldn’t be still doing this after fifteen years if I didn’t believe in what I’m doing. I 
do believe that culture changes society. I think there’s a far wider impact and you can see it 
in – I don’t mean it in the way that the arts always seem to think that they can cure 
everything like poverty and cancer and things like that. I mean, actually, that there is – I grew 
up with a very big cultural life and I know that’s how – that’s influenced me massively. The 
things that I read, my thinking, my politics, it’s been influenced by a cultural activity around 
that. The art that I like, the theatre that I go and see. And the thought of actually not either
working in that or actually being exposed to anything cultural is just anathema, I can’t 
imagine it.

Meena, 40s, a middle-class origin British Asian woman, cultural worker
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Audience Agency Taking Part
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Conclusion
•   Cultural policies are social policies
• Cultural policy has a major distributional problem…
• …for jobs…
• …and for ‘cultural experiences’
• This must be the starting point for future cultural policies 
• Unless we’d like the benefits demonstrated by MESOC to be 

reproducing inequalities social impacts are supposed to address?
• The British problem- what to do when policy just doesn’t care 

about data?


